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His Pa/na>' VTra Carftra reveals his socio-political awareness regarding war and peace,
servitude and freedom. In it an emissary of Brahma Nayudu, sent to the opposing faction,
stated the ideas in clear terms: 'War disrupts the lives of the individuals and the functioning
of the state. Anarchy leads to disaster. Agriculture and similar professions suffer resulting in
economic crisis. This leads to servitude which robs one of his honour and prestige. It maktt
him look silly as a bull with a nose ring which has no option but to obey every command',
Around this time, he helped VaJlabha Rayudu, perhaps a friend of the younger years, to
translate a play from Sanskrit, Pr&m&bhlrSmam under the title Kr/didWramamw.
Srinatha visited Vldyanagaram ruled by Praudha Devaraya and there, defeated in argument
an eminent scholar of the time, Dindima Bhattu. Devaraya bathed him in gold coins in
recognition of his achievement (Kanak&bhi$6kamu). Dindima Bhattu surrendered to him hit
title 'Kavi Sarvabhauma' (Emperor of poets). Srinatha also visited Rajachaiam (Rachakonda)
ruled by Sarvagjna Singa, himself an erudite scholar.
He later settled in the court of Vlrabhadra Redd! of Rajahmundry. His entry into tht
court would not have been smooth in view of the earlier differences between the Redd
kings of Kondavidu and Rajahmundry. Srinatha wrote Bhlmakhanjamu describing the great
of Bhimeswara, the presiding deity of the Daksharama temple, He dedicated this work to
Annaya, Virabhadra Reddi's minister, later, at the request of the king of Rajahmundry, ht
wrote K&tfkhanijamu, extolling the greatness of Kasl. Srinatha drew his material for both
these works mainly from the Sk&nda Purinam.
The chronology of the main events of Srlnatha's life and his works art often debated.
However, Srinatha took an active part in the power politics and conflicts of his time and
wandered around the Telugu speaking area as fluctuations in his fortunes dictated. He was *
staunch patriot and admirer of his land, language and people. In his BhImakhaij<jamv ht
celebrated the Telugu land, it was in this work that he proposed and introduced an idea, far
ahead of his times, that the land really belonged to the god and that the rulors enjoy ruling it
under His pleasure.
Towards the end of his life, the kingdom of Rajahmundry fell and the land was overrun by
the Odhra kings. Srinatha, who lived like a prince, had to eke out his livelihood elsewhere.
Around this time he wrote a poem Slvar&trl Mahatmyamu in 5 cantos. He took on lease tomt
land for cultivation but suffered losses due to natural calamities. For the civil offence of not
paying the agreed lease amount, he was subjected to harsh punishments, Srinatha record*},
his experiences and feelings In two verses. He was made to stand facing the Sun In public
with an iron chain around his neck. He was manacled. A heavy stone was placid on
shoulder. Even, then he did not lose his usual dignity and self-esteem.
Virareddi slept in Lord Viiwwwara of Kaii;
which noble king now give* me the precious clothe*?
Rayarahutta went away to meet the divine Rambha;
whom thaU I ask now for musk?